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won Empire. For lie was wise and daring in counsel and
brave and skilful in battle. He was much beloved by his
father who rewarded his services with many honours.
Among these was the title Clcin (J|) Wang, Prince of
Chin, a title by which he is still remembered. In 626
Eao Tsu resigned, appointing Shih-min his successor. The
latter, the T'ang T-ai Tsung of history, mounted the throne
with apparent reluctance, but with eager delight and earnest
purpose, and he reigned "with unrivalled splendour" until
his death in 649.

This reign is perhaps the most celebrated in all the
history of China, and T^ai Tsung is still regarded as one
of her greatest and wisest rulers. Prom the moment he
mounted the throne, he set himself to govern the people
for their welfare, and began by enabling them to live in
confidence and security. No ruler before ever wove so
quickly and deftly into a fair web of peace and order
such tangled threads of wild lawlessness. Only four years
had he been in power, when over all the country the
people had returned to settled lives, and the fame of his
greatness and goodness had brought back hope and hap-
piness. He crushed internal rebellion and reduced all
parts of the Empire to his sway. He broke the power
of the hereditary foes of China on her frontiers and made
them willing and appreciative vassals. He introduced a new
and improved distribution of the Empire into Provinces,
each of these again divided and sub-divided to suit natural
or artificial requirements. In the civil list he inaugurated
great reforms, and he succeeded in calling into active
service for the State some of the best men China has
produced. His ministers, native historians tell us, admi-
nistered the government with combined ability and honesty,
such as had never been known before. In the military
organisation also he made improvements, and above all he
reformed the penal code and the administration of justice,
tempering its severity. Learning of all kinds was fostered
and promoted by him with an intelligent earnestness and
a personal sympathy. He knew himself how to write and